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The Medieval Church
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Why did the Church have so
much power and influence in
Medieval life??
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Church’s influence in Middle Ages

* Many people in Europe belonged
to the Catholic Church (the main
form of Christianity at the time).

 Continuity and authority of the
Church stood in contrast to the

short-lived kingdoms which rose
and fell in the early Middle Ages

* One of the few sources of
leadership and stability that
people could rely upon
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The Medieval Church
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Life was short and
difficult for most
people; faith in
God and
participation in
Church life gave
them hope for the
future (heaven).
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% The clergy performed all
thentuals people
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» [ Sacraments

<% 1. Baptism
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» [ Sacraments

He 1. Baptism

'1 . 2. Confirmation
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¥ /7 Sacraments
' _.1. Baptism

\

2. Confirmation

3. Penance/Confession

Friday, April 3, 15



¥ /7 Sacraments
' _.1. Baptism

] Lﬂ 3. Penance/Confession

m 4. Holy Eucharist

2. Confirmation
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[/ Sacraments
1. Baptism
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[/ Sacraments
1. Baptism

5.Holy Orders / Ordination

6. Matrimony
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7 Sacraments
1 Baptism

5.Holy Orders / Ordination

6. Matrimony

7. Last Rites /
Anointing of the Sick
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Clergy was organized in strict hierarchy of rank

Religion in the Middle Ages

The
Pope

Cardinals

The leader of the Roman Catholic
church, elected by the cardinals forlife.

The cardinals are the elected "govemment” of the RC
church. They elect the Pope from among their number.

Archbishop Archbishop

Bishop

Priest

Bishop

Priest

Bishop

Priest

Rule over a large area called an archdiocese responsible
for making sure that the bishops follow the church "rules”

The Bishop is responsible for a diocese. The
diocese is the main administrative unit of the
church. The bishop supervises all the activities of
his church, wvisits all religious institutions at
reqular intervals and is responsible for teaching
the Christian faith in his diocese. Bishops also
have a responsibility to arrange works of charity
in their areas and to speak up for the poor. Each
diocese is divided into a number of parishes
each of which is run by a priest who has the same
responsibilities in the parish as the bishop has in

the diocese.
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Religion in the Middle Ages

Raphael, Portrait of a Cardinal, Pope Francis with Cardinals, 2013
1510-12
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Religion in the Middle Ages

Kings or nobles selected bishops based on
family connections or political power

r ' sl & magyote radebaT.
Sub gque r:'lq Ul 'ﬂum._ f/e e /
> M

Friday, April 3, 15



The Church and Medieval Life

Popes held political and spiritual power over
monarchs = sometimes in conflict

Friday, April 3, 15




$High Church

officials served as
political advisors to
kings. They '
negotiated _
agreements among
warring kingdoms,
and encouraged 4
peace by bl
threatening to . o e
“excommunicate" MI A v oY
nobles who “
rebelled.
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Excommunicate = to prevent someone from
taking part part in Church life.

$ Since the Church was such a
central part of Medieval life,
excommunication was a horrible
punishment. It meant that =
family, neighbors, and others
would no longer associate with
you! Even worse, the promise
of heaven would be removed.

$ (And remember, there was no
alternative church to join!).
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Religion in the Middle Ages

By 1200s, the church was a leading landowner
and wealthiest institution in Europe
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4 The Church was also powerful because of its

wealth. Some church officials collec I,-‘—'l taxes

du

ring Medieval times. Othe

encouraged “voluntary” dons
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4 The Church was given many fiefs from lords.
Men and women who dedicated their lives to
God lived on thesefiefs.
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Spread of Monasticism
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These monks and nuns

e grew crops and tended liv
» copied and decorated holy
» developed new industries,
 ran orphanages and schools, ant

: < Some
: monks even
: fought as
< A knights for
- Egi 1\ their lords!
ol M. /%Y
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Influences of Monasteries

1. Preserved and copied ancient'and classical texts

2. Schools |
n ‘ ‘
3. Hospitals ; P e
| o’ £ % ’ﬂ ’ 5 & ‘;
4. Soup kitchens and orphanages _ . s
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lIl. The Church and Medieval Life

Heretics - people who denied the church’s
principles
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ISITION

The Inqu

What was its purpose?
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$For 200 years
starting in 1095, the
Church encouraged a
series of Crusades, or
holy wars, against
Muslims. Knights,
soldiers, and even
ordinary people
traveled to the “Holy
Lands” in an effort to
keep Jerusalem
under Christian
control.
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4 In the end, Christians did not maintain control of
the Holy Lands. However, the Crusades brought
lasting change to Europe. New foods, fashions,

g 1 the Middle
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Review ...
The Role of the Church during the

Middle Age
4 Comforted people during tout

4 Performed rituals like marri
confessions, and prayer

4 Held some “governmental” powers (taxation,
passage and enforcement of laws)

4 Wealth
4 Monasteries and convents

in decisions regarding war
and peace

Friday, April 3, 15




Bottom line ...

lives!
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